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Working to eliminate hepatitis C as a public 
health problem in England Data to end 2024

Information on data sources and methodologies can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hepatitis-c-in-the-uk

This is a 
61.1% 
reduction 

from
2015

81.5%

97.2%

50,200 
people (0.11% of 
the adult population) 
were estimated to 
be living with 
chronic hepatitis C.

WHO target
90%

Among people 
who inject drugs, 
5.2% were 
estimated to be 
living with chronic 
hepatitis C in 2024.

Hepatitis C incidence among 
people who inject drugs was 
4.4 per 100 person-years in 
2024 (provisional estimate).

The rate of reinfection with hepatitis C 
among people who recently injected 
drugs was 8.8 per 100 person- 
years between 2015 and 2024.This 
was higher among people who had 
ever been in prison and in the first 
year after treatment.

Between 2015 and 2024, 

84.6%* of people living 
with chronic hepatitis C 
had been diagnosed.

Between 2015 and 2024, 81.5% 
of individuals diagnosed with chronic 
hepatitis C initiated treatment. 

But once linked to care, 
97.2% of individuals 
initiated treatment.

The hepatitis C-related 
mortality rate was between 

0.40 (lower bound) and 

0.86 (upper bound) per 
100,000 persons in 2024.

The median number 
of needles collected, 
including those 
collected for other 
people, was 240* 
in 2024. 

70.5% of people 
who inject drugs 
who are dependent 
on opioids received 
OAT in the 
2022/2023 tax year.

The proportion of sharps 
purchased by NHS Supply 
Chain that were safety- 
engineered 
was 85%. 

WHO target: ≥90% WHO target: ≥80% 

WHO target: 90% 

84.6%

85%

WHO target: ≤2 per 
100,000 persons

WHO targets: At least 300 sterile 
needles and syringes distributed per 
person who injects drugs per year. 
≥40% of people who inject drugs 
who are dependent on opioids 
receiving opioid agonist therapy (OAT)

WHO target: ≤2 
per 100 person-years  

*provisional estimate

*provisional measure


