
Hepatitis C in England

2019 report

Working to eliminate hepatitis C as a major public health threat  



Hepatitis C in England 2018 Report



Figure 1. Estimated chronic prevalence of HCV in England, 2009-2018 (1)
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Figure 2. Trend in HCV prevalence among people injecting psychoactive 

drugs in England: 2007 to 2017
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Figure 3. Number of first patient registrations in England where post-HCV cirrhosis was 

given as either the primary, secondary or tertiary indication for transplant and the number of 

liver transplants undertaken in patients who were HCV positive 

(RNA or antibody) at transplant: 2008 to 2017*
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Figure 4. Death registrations for ESLD* or HCC in those with HCV mentioned 

on their death certificate in England: 2005 to 2017**
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The Office for National Statistics (ONS carried out the original collection and collation of the data but bears no responsibility 

for their future analysis or interpretation).



Figure 5. Estimated incidence of HCV among people injecting psychoactive 

drugs  in England who reported injecting in the previous year: 2011-2017* 

(95% CI)
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Figure 6. Prevalence of anti-HCV* among people who began injecting 

psychoactive drugs in the previous three years in England: 2011-2017
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Figure 7. Number of young adults first tested for anti-HCV and proportion 

positive by year in 15 sentinel laboratories: 2013 to 2017*
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Figure 8. Laboratory reports of HCV in young adults in England: 2006-2017*/**
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Figure 9. Estimated proportion of people injecting psychoactive drugs 

reporting adequate* needle and syringe provision in England, 2011-2017
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Figure 10. Trends in the sharing of injecting equipment and associated 

paraphernalia in the preceding four weeks among people injecting 

psychoactive drugs in England 2007 to 2017
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Figure 11. Estimated proportion of people injecting psychoactive drugs testing 

positive for HCV in England, who are aware of their infection, 2007-2017
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Figure 12. Lower bound model estimates of the proportion of chronic HCV 

infection diagnosed in England 2010 to 2018*

14 Hepatitis C in England 2019 Report

1. Ross J. Harris HH, Sema Mandal, Mary Ramsay, Peter Vickerman, Matthew Hickman, Daniela De Angelis. Monitoring the hepatitis C epidemic in England and evaluating 

intervention scale-up using routinely collected data. Available at: https://doi.org/10.1111/jvh.13063 [Accessed 12/03/2019]  Journal of Viral Hep. 2019;00:1-12.

https://doi.org/10.1111/jvh.13063


Figure 13. Number of laboratory reports* of HCV from England: 1996 to 2017**
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Figure 14. Age and sex distribution, where reported, of laboratory reports of 

HCV from England: 1996 to 2017*/**/ꝉ
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Figure 15. Age distribution of laboratory reports of HCV in England by ODN: 

2017*/**/ꝉ
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Figure 16. Number of tests and number of people first tested for anti-HCV by 

year, and proportion positive, in 15 sentinel laboratories: 2013 to 2017*



Figure 17. Number of tests and number of people first tested for anti-HCV by 

year, and proportion positive, through GP surgeries in 15 sentinel 

laboratories: 2013 to 2017*
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Figure 18. Trends in reported uptake of VCT for HCV infection among people 

injecting psychoactive drugs in England: 2007 to 2017
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Figure 19. Number of tests and number of people first tested for anti-HCV by 

year, and proportion positive, through drug services in 15 sentinel 

laboratories: 2013 to 2017* 
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Figure 20. Proportion of new receptions to English prisons tested for hepatitis 

C: financial years 2010/11 to 2017/18*
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Figure 21. Hepatitis C testing cascade in the English prison estate, 2017/18* 

(n=112 prisons) 
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Figure 22. Number of tests and number of people first tested for anti-HCV by 

year, and proportion positive, through prisons in 15 sentinel laboratories: 2013 

to 2017*
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Figure 23. Number of tests and number of people first tested for anti-HCV by 

year, and proportion positive of South Asian* origin in 15 sentinel laboratories: 

2013 to 2017**
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Figure 24. Number of tests and number of people first tested for anti-HCV by 

year, and proportion positive, in people of Eastern European origin* in 15 

sentinel laboratories: 2013 to 2017** 
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Figure 25. Rate of HCV among donations from new and repeat blood donors 

in England: 1991 to 2017*
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Figure 26. Provisional estimates of numbers initiating HCV treatment in 

England, 2007-2017/2018
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Figure 27. Estimated prevalence of HCV-related compensated cirrhosis and 

first occurrences of HCV-related ESLD/HCC (right axis); estimates from 

modelling the HCV epidemic and disease burden.(1)
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Figure 28. Distribution of patient treatment episodes, and patients yet to be 

treated, in the HCV Patient Registry and Treatment Outcome System, by ODN
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Figure 29. Distribution of injecting route of transmission (%) for patients with a 

treatment episode in the Hepatitis C Patient Registry and Treatment Outcome 

System, by ODN (n=30,870)
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Figure 30. Distribution of source of referral (%) for patients with a treatment 

episode in the Hepatitis C Patient Registry and Treatment Outcome System, 

by ODN (n= 30,870)
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Figure 31. Distribution of disease stage (%) for patients with a treatment 

episode in the Hepatitis C Patient Registry and Treatment Outcome System, 

by ODN (n=30,870)
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Figure 32. Distribution of treatment setting (%) for patients with a treatment 

episode in the Hepatitis C Patient Registry and Treatment Outcome System, 

by ODN (n=30,870)
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Appendix 1.* WHO GHSS targets(3) for viral hepatitis, relevant to HCV in the 

UK context, with 2020 targets updated to reflect the draft action plan for the 

health sector response to viral hepatitis in the WHO European Region.(14)
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*  Abstracted from the WHO Global Health Sector Strategy for Viral 

Hepatitis(3) and modified to reflect the draft action plan for the 

health sector response to viral hepatitis in the WHO European 

Region(14)

** In England, 2020 and 2030 targets are already met.(74)

***In England, 2020 and 2030 targets are already met in the health 

care setting as the UK follows the EU Directive for the prevention of 

sharps injuries in the health care setting,(75) by using safety 

engineered devices.
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Appendix 2. Preliminary indicators to monitor the impact of key interventions 

to tackle hepatitis C virus in England
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* Placeholders are for indictors that are not currently available/in development or are absent because key data were not available at the time of publication. 

** HCPR&TOS: The Hepatitis C Patient Registry & Treatment Outcome System
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