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Concerns and Objections to the 'Smokefree Generation' Policy Proposal

Dear Suella Braverman

| hope this letter finds you well. | am writing to express my profound concern and strong
objection regarding the proposed 'Smokefree Generation' policy, which seeks to prohibit the
sale of tobacco products to individuals born on or after 1 January 2009 in the United
Kingdom. While | wholeheartedly acknowledge the critical importance of safeguarding
public health and reducing the harms associated with tobacco, | belteve this proposal has
the potential to give rise to significant unintended consequences, most notably a surge in
the black market for tobacco products, which could, in turn, pose serious public health risks.

The cornerstone of this proposal revolves around the restriction of lega! avenues for
purchasing tobacco products. While well-intentioned, this approach inadvertently opens the
door for the illicit trade in these commodities. Historical evidence demonstrates that when
lawful channels for obtaining tobacco are limited, consumers often turn to illicit sources.
This not only endangers their well-being but also provides fertile ground for criminal
activities to thrive. The emergence of an unregulated black market introduces the
formidabie challenge of monitoring the safety and quality of tobacco products, consequently
heightening the risk of smoking-related illnesses.

Furthermore, the sale of unregulated, unlicensed tobacco products carries grave health risks
for consumers. These products often lack adherence to essential safety standards and
quality controls, thereby exposing individuals to potentially harmful substances and
elevating the likelihood of smoking-related diseases. The absence of legal oversight within
the black-market ecosystem poses an imminent threat to public health in the UK.

Considering these concerns, | implore you to consider a more comprehensive approach to
tobacco control that effectively addresses the potential escalation of black-market activity.
Such a holistic approach should encompass not only robust public awareness campaigns and






Furthermare, it is imperative to acknowledge that, despite the existence of stringent laws
and regulations, illegal drugs continue to persist in significant quantities within the UK. it is
highly likely that if tobacco were to be banned, it would not vanish; instead, it might
continue to circulate within the UK's borders, but under the radar, free from duty and taxes
and devoid of necessary regulations.

In conclusion, while | wholeheartedly endorse the objective of reducing tobacco-related
harm and safeguarding public health, | am deeply concerned that the 'Smokefree
Generation’ policy proposal may inadvertently lead to unforeseen consequences. These
consequences include the growth of an unregulated black market for tobacco products and
the heightened risks to public health. | earnestly request a re-evaluation of this proposal in
favour of a more comprehensive, balanced, and effective approach to tobacco control that
preserves public health without igniting unintended challenges, restrict personal freedoms
and further burdening the NHS.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Barkers of Harrogate






