
Summary of Discussion: JBC Data Science Advisory Board Meeting,   
29th January 2021, 14:00-14:50 
  
[held virtually]  
 

The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed and signed off.  
 
JBC updated the Board on its work looking at:  

• Epidemiological model mapping  
• Wastewater Data  
• Genomics  
• T&T data analysis using network-based cluster detection. 

 

Discussion points 
 
The cluster detection work was discussed in more technical detail by the Board. There was focus 
around: transmission/clusters linkage; risky situations that currently increase transmission risks in 
local settings; scenarios where super spreading occurs; the use of social geography. The effect of a 
‘tight time window’ of transmission was discussed, with the work of Adam Kucharski highlighted as 
an example of analysis looking at how overdispersion will happen in tight time window.  
  
JBC access to data and data quality was discussed by the Board. JBC is linked to the ONS, and its 
work with academics and local authorities via the ONS SRS were highlighted.  
 

The representation of JBC analysis and data visualisation was discussed. The public understanding of 
data visualisation is crucial for public trust, and this was highlighted as a topic for the next Board 
meeting. The example of how the analysis of the RNA Wastewater Data was discussed – how do you 
present this information geographically, whilst ensuring to consider inequalities measures 
underlying the data as well.  
 
Chair nominations for future meetings were taken and Ewan Birney was elected at Chair for next 
quarter. 
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