Good infection prevention
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Health  Practice: using ultrasound gel

Security Decision tree for gel type to use in
Agency various clinical settings/situations

Procedure requires use of ultrasound gel

Is the ultrasound examination:
e part of an invasive procedure (involves passing a device through skin)

® near or on non-intact skin or an invasive device in-situ (eg. broken skin, surgical wound,
intravenous line or suprapubic catheter)

® near or on MuUcous membranes
e occurring in labour where there is high likelihood of C-section or invasive instrumentation

Grestomy) “otowr )

Is the patient:

¢ |ikely to have an invasive procedure (involves passing a device
through skin) at or near the site in the next 24 hours

e severely immunocompromised*®
* in an intensive-care setting, high-dependency, or equivalent unit/s

( Yestoany ) No to all

Is the ultrasound examination performed on intact skin and
non-invasive (ie. not involving passing a device through skin at the
time or the subsequent 24 hour period as far as can be predicted)

v v
Use sterile ultrasound gel Can use non-sterile gel from sachets
or pre-filled disposable bottles**
*such as people with conditions which are **single use non-sterile ultrasound gel
explained in Appendix 2, this may be guided sachets/containers may be preferable in
by a clinical risk assessment areas where gel is used infrequently

This decision tree is part of UKHSA guidance:
www.goVv.uk/government/publications/ultrasound-gel-good-infection-prevention-practice
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