Cornwall Council

Re-kindling communities – Through Cornwall's Big Design Challenge
Recent research ‘Understanding Cornwall’ has identified some stubborn issues and intractable problems - from the affordability of housing to the challenges of tackling climate change in a rural place. 

The public, private and voluntary sectors in consultation with local communities have set out a vision for the next 20 years called  ‘Future Cornwall’. http://www.futurecornwall.org.uk

To deliver this vision we have agreed five shared priorities and have pooled our resources to focus on them - the first priority is to improve the resilience and self sufficiency of communities.

Our goal is to tap into citizens’ natural creativity, re-kindling communities’ desire to be part of creating lasting change and improving their locality by getting involved in making change happen.  Our idea is to bring communities together to identify hundreds of areas where the council and public sector group can work with local people to create radical new approaches to local problems and future challenges.

From this start, working with our partners Cisco IBSG, Volunteer Cornwall and Cornwall School of Social Entrepreneurs, we are putting in place new funding models, mentoring and support, to bring the most promising ideas into reality.

Through creative approaches, new technology platforms and innovative funding we expect to create a series of new enterprises that will revolutionise local services and increase community resilience by 2020.

Our question is; ‘How can we support and enable citizens to participate in identifying and solving some of our region’s most intractable problems?’ Or put another way, ‘How can we increase the capacity of Cornwall’s public sector ten-fold with no extra budget?’

We believe the answer will be through collaboration and local ingenuity. To achieve this everyone will need creative skills, both within and beyond the council, across the public sector and amongst local communities. We think enabling citizens to work collaboratively with professionals to solve their issues will be a powerful enabler of change.

We are aiming to strengthen and develop an active, networked and collaborative community of founders, investors, academics and businesses focused on local challenges.  With this idea we hope to find new ways that local government can support resilient, inclusive, entrepreneurial communities. 

