LG Group’s Flood & Coastal Erosion Risk Management News January 2011
Latest News

Consultation on a flood and coastal risk management strategy for England 

On 24 November the Environment Agency and Defra launched a public consultation on a flood and coastal erosion risk management strategy for England. This consultation document is available at: https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/ho/flood/fcerm/strategy. 

 

The national strategy will set a framework for how these risks will be managed in the future and will inform the development of local strategies in England.

The strategy proposes an overall aim for flood and coastal erosion risk management and high-level principles to guide activities at both national and local levels.  The system proposed includes a long-term investment framework so that there is the potential over time to support local needs, build our resilience as a society and give communities a bigger say in their own future.  More detailed information about how this might be implemented is provided in a linked consultation on future funding - alongside the consultation on the national strategy, Defra is also consulting on the following documents and proposals: 

- Draft Strategic Environmental Assessment of the draft strategy

- Draft statutory guidance for co-operation and data sharing 

- Defra proposals on future funding for flood and coastal erosion risk management

- Draft guidance on local flood authorities’ contribution to sustainable development

Links to the consultations are provided from the Defra and Environment Agency websites at: http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/ 
and https://consult.environment-agency.gov.uk/portal/.  
The consultation is open until 16 February. Early responses are encouraged. 
Flood Risk Regulations 2009 – Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment

Defra and the Welsh Assembly Government wrote to all Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) on 16 December with details of guidance on identifying significant flood risk areas. Environment Agency local offices will be working with LLFAs to support them in completing their PFRAS. They will also be able to discuss how the new Flood Map for Surface Water should be used alongside information available in the existing Areas Susceptible to Surface Water flooding maps, historic data and local information. It is important that the Environment Agency surface water maps are not used in isolation, but alongside other available information to develop a shared understanding of local flood risk. 
All guidance for the PFRAs is available from this page:
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/125459.aspx 
Or from this direct link:
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO1210BTGH-e-e.pdf 
 
Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments – Q&A
An online Question and Answer session on the final guidance and process for finalising the assessments with colleagues from Defra and EA was held on Thursday 16 December on the forum of the Community of Practice and all Q&As will remain on the forum to view. A follow up Q&A will take place on Thursday 27 January from 10am to 12pm at: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do.
Developing a Framework for the Local Strategy

There will be no formal Defra guidance on developing the local strategy. However, an LGA group working with the Environment Agency and Defra will be developing informal guidance and case studies, with the aim of publishing a Framework for the Local Strategy around the end of January 2011. This piece of work was initiated by the LGA’s Inland Flood Risk Management Group, which advises the Environment and Housing Programme Board. The Group aims to raise the profile of inland flood risk management and to support all local authorities in undertaking their new legislative responsibilities. An update on progress with this work will be available soon on the FlowNet Community of Practice: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do
Flood and Water Management Act – commencement order timetable

Whilst the funding for the new responsibilities in the Flood and Water Management Act has been announced, the commencement timetable is not yet finalised. Many of the local authority provisions, except for those on SUDs and the SAB role, are expected to commence in April 2011. However, the provisions in the Act need to be commenced by order and all provisions have to go through Regulatory Approval Committees, which could delay some commencements. In addition, some powers are not exercisable until the local strategy is in place. Defra is planning to provide further details very soon, including clarification on the division of responsibilities in two tier areas and the continuing role of District Councils on Ordinary Watercourses. 

Publications, Announcements etc

Local Government settlement

On 23 December, Defra published details of the funding allocation for the Lead Local Flood Authorities from the £21m available for 2011/12 to fund new responsibilities under the Flood and Water Management Act. This is available on: http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/12/23/flood-funding/ 
Defra published headlines for how the Spending Review will affect overall resource and capital spending by the Department on: http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/news/2010/10/20/comprehensive-spending-review/ 

An LGA briefing on the settlement has been published on: www.lga.gov.uk .
EFRA Committee Inquiry report

The EFRA Committee published the report of its Inquiry into Future Flood and Water Legislation on 22 December. This is now available on: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201011/cmselect/cmenvfru/522/52202.htm 
Funding for Flood Risk Management survey report
A survey regarding local authority preparations for implementation of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 has been undertaken by Local Government Association Analysis and Research amongst all local authorities in England and Wales. The survey includes questions on past, current and future activity, spending and staffing. The survey was conducted to establish a baseline of local authority expenditure for the joint Defra/LGA Implementation Review Panel, which was set up to oversee funding and capacity issues in relation to new legislation on flood risk management. The Panel intends to repeat the survey over the next three years, to inform its work in assessing the resource needs of local authorities as the legislation is implemented. The survey results are available on the FlowNet Community of Practice: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do and LGA website: www.local.gov.uk .

Blueprint for Water 
Blueprint for Water is a coalition of 14 leading conservation organisations working together for a healthy and vibrant freshwater environment. A Blueprint for Water document published in December 2010 sets out ten steps to sustainable water management. Sustainable flood risk management is a vital part of this approach, using natural processes to slow, clean and manage floodwaters. See: http://www.wcl.org.uk/docs/2010/Blueprint_for_Water_2010.pdf 

Research

UK Flood Research Strategy 

Funders of flooding research, under the Living With Environmental Change (LWEC) programme, agree that there is an urgent need to align their strategies to target future UK investment in the research, observations, policy evidence and skills needed to mitigate the risks from flooding and coastal erosion. They have commissioned the development of a UK Flood Research Strategy which aims to provide a framework for future research prioritisation and coordination and allow the UK to contribute more effectively to, and benefit from, wider international programmes. In developing this, a consultation workshop last autumn, comprising 120 stakeholders from the academic, user and business communities, appraised a series of commissioned expert reviews to identify gaps and start to prioritise research needs over the next 20 years. 

The workshop and subsequent online survey provided useful feedback and input which is currently being considered in the drafting of the strategy. It is expected that a draft of the strategy will be available for public consultation at the end of January 2011. The team drafting the strategy would greatly welcome comment on this from research users that have had little opportunity to provide input to date, for instance the Local Government sector. More information on the strategy may be gained from Andy Moores, the Project Manager (Environment Agency) on 07979 454144, John Rees, the Project Executive (Natural Environment Research Council) on 0115-9363296, or by accessing the LWEC UK Flood Research Strategy website:

http://www.lwec.org.uk/strategic-activities/uk-first-flood-research-strategy  

Defra research
See planned Defra research on joint funding under the Defra update section below.

Events
LGA Adaptation to Climate Change conference – 1 February 
The LGA is holding a one day conference on adaptation to climate change: Can we afford not to adapt to climate change? Speakers include the Adaptation Minister Lord Henley; Lord Krebs, Chair of the Adaptation Sub-Committee; Dr Chris West, Director of UK Climate Impacts Programme and many more. Sessions include an analysis of the health and social impacts of flooding and a case study from Lincolnshire on identifying the beneficiaries of a proposed flood protection scheme, to secure funding contributions to enable the scheme to go ahead. For more information see: http://www.local.gov.uk/lgv2/events/events-list.do .
Update on Early Action funded projects to manage local flood risk - 17 January 

This half day LANDFORM seminar in Solihull will provide an overview of some of the projects being undertaken by the 49 local authorities which received funding from Defra’s £5m Early Action fund. The funding supported capital projects to manage local surface water and groundwater flood risk, for example through landscaping, managing drainage exceedance, retrofitting SuDS and the production of Surface Water Management Plans. For more information and to book see: www.ciria.org .
Coastal Futures 2011   19th-20th January, London   
This 18th Coastal Futures conference will provide a comprehensive and topical briefing on the major issues affecting the marine and coastal environment now and into the future. Major themes of the conference will include the Government's programme, adaptation and mitigation of climate change and marine resource management. For more information see: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences 
CIWEM National Flooding conference - Rivers and Coastal Group 
27th January 2011, London  
The conference aims to address the constraints and opportunities that the flood risk management community faces as we implement the provisions of the Flood and Water Management Act (2010), The EU Floods Directive and current Government financial and planning policies. The conference will move the debate within the FRM community forward to cover the way organisations, and in particular Local Authorities, are building capacity, organising funding and implementing flood planning and scheme delivery in practice.   For more information see: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences 
CIWEM Annual Conference - Big Society - Future Environment 6-7 April 2011  
This conference will explore how the Coalition Government's proposals will impact on the sustainability and environmental agenda and in particular the implications for the water sector. This is a difficult and challenging time and the programme will highlight a wide range of different ways of tackling the current agenda. For more information see: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences
Forthcoming events from the Catchment Change Network (CCN) include: 

Equipping society for climate change through improved treatments of uncertainty - Leeds, 19 to 21 January For more details and to register see: http://www.equip.leeds.ac.uk/annual-conference-455.html
Water Demand Management in a Changing Climate – Birmingham 1 February
CCN will be holding a Water Scarcity Focus Area Workshop to explore a variety of facets of demand management as a key variable in the twin-track approach to water security. The day is free to attend with support from CCN and registration is now open. For more details and to register see: http://www.lec.lancs.ac.uk/news_and_events/events/?event_id=580
Flood Risk Assessment and Brownfield Regeneration – Lancaster 15 February 
The next Flood Risk Focus Area Workshop at Lancaster Environment Centre takes place in conjunction with the North West Brownfield Regeneration Forum. It will give an overview of the impact and new duties associated with the Flood and Water Management Act and explore the topic from a variety of practitioner perspectives. The day is free to attend with support from CCN and registration is now open. For more details and to register see: http://www.lec.lancs.ac.uk/download/flood_risk_assesment_flyer.pdf
Exploring Diffuse Pollution in the Landscape: New initiatives and opportunities Lancaster Environment Centre is holding an event in early March for staff at the North East Region of the England Catchment Sensitive Farming Delivery Initiative (ECSFDI). If you would like to explore setting up a similar initiative, please contact: r.alcock@lancaster.ac.uk .

Annual Waterwise Water Efficiency conference – 30-31 March, Oxford

The theme of the conference is: Sustaining the Flow of Ideas. The conference will hear from large-scale water efficiency project partners, metering experts, regulators and leading politicians about how water efficiency activities can be sustained in the long-term.  For more details see: http://www.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?i=fdca954d-e038-4a38-8413-d89303373202 
Defra updates

Defra’s Capacity Building Strategy

1) Workshops

Local authorities have been invited to attend a series of 4 workshops taking place between January and April in 8 regional locations across England. These aim to increase local authority knowledge and skills relating to the delivery of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 and the Flood Risk Regulations 2009. The workshops will cover i) Understanding the legislation and overview of PFRAs, ii) PFRA practical exercises and collaborative working skills, iii) Local flood risk management strategies and modelling and sharing information and iv) Sustainable Drainage Systems.  More details are available on the Community of Practice forum.

2) Launch of E - Learning
As part of the Defra Capacity Building Strategy, the Environment Agency has launched the first module on understanding the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 and Flood Risk Regulations 2009. The module ‘Understanding the new FCERM legislation’ can be accessed at: 
http://learning.environment-agency.gov.uk/courses/FCRM/capacity/legal/ .  Further modules will be added over the coming months as they are developed and these will be updated as more sections of the legislation are implemented.  Feedback from users is welcome and as examples of good practice are developed we would like to include these.  The aim is for the e-learning to become an important tool to help those involved in managing local flood risk management in the future.   

3) Development of tools and data under the Capacity Building strategy

Defra have been working closely with the Environment Agency to develop tools and central data sources that can assist Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) to deliver better flood risk management. Four work areas are being developed:

a)  Developing options for groundwater hazard mapping

Historically there has been no Flood Map for Groundwater Flooding available to LLFAs.  The Environment Agency has carried out scoping work into the best ways of taking groundwater into account in Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments (PFRAs), and as part of this work will share with LLFAs a very simplified data set – Areas Susceptible to Groundwater Flooding.  Additional work will be carried out as part of a proposed Environment Agency project to develop methods and guidance for flood hazard maps and flood risk maps. This work will identify the best way forward to deliver a product that LLFAs can use for Local Flood Risk Management Strategies and flood hazard and risk mapping.  

b)  Climate change information for Lead Local Flood Authorities for use in Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments and Local Flood Risk Management Strategies

The aim of this work is to provide text that can be directly pasted into Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments to comply with section 12 (6)(h) of the Flood Risk Regulations 2009.  The information will be produced on a river basin district scale but will be applicable to the local scale.  The information provided will also have direct relevance to the development of Local Flood Risk Management Strategies.  

c)  Provision of LIDAR data to Lead Local Flood Authorities

Understanding local topography is essential in the assessment and management of local flood risk.  This is especially the case in urban areas where it is important to understand potential flow routes in flooding situations.  The capture of new LIDAR will take place this winter.  The new LIDAR will be combined with existing data and made available on a monthly basis from March 2011 through www.geomatics-group.co.uk .  All this new LIDAR will be available by summer 2011. If you would like more information on LIDAR please contact Alison Matthews, Geomatics Manager on alison.matthews@environment-agency.gov.uk  

d)  SUDS greenfield runoff methodology and tool

The aim of this project is to develop a simple tool for local authorities to use to calculate the baseline greenfield runoff rates for development against which estimates of post development performance will be judged. 

If you would like more information on the Capacity Building Strategy please e-mail: LFRM_Capacity_Building@environment-agency.gov.uk . 

New research and development – Solutions for joint funding of surface water schemes

Defra have recently awarded a research contract to Halcrow consultants to carry out the work from Dec 2010.  The work will provide LLFAs with good practice guidance for preparing and negotiating collaborative actions plans for managing local flood risk. The guidance will explain the funding mechanisms and time cycles, approval processes of the key potential partners and benefits of joint funding and collaborative investment in local flood risk management. The work is intended to help LLFAs find effective ways to implement SWMPs and identify solutions to flooding that will form part of their local flood risk management strategies.  The work will take approximately eight months and the guidance is expected to be available in Autumn 2011. 
Environment Agency projects

Reservoir flood maps for England and Wales are now published on the Environment Agency website
The maps can be used by members of the public to find out if they live or work in an area that could be affected by reservoir flooding.  Local Resilience Forums (LRFs) will use them to prepare emergency plans.  Local authorities are responsible for coordinating emergency plans for reservoir flooding and ensuring communities are prepared and they will work with other members of the LRF to develop these plans 

Provided a reservoir is properly maintained the likelihood of it failing and causing flooding is extremely low.  Legislation ensures that reservoirs are regularly inspected and that essential safety works are carried out. Reservoirs in the UK have an excellent safety record. 

More information about reservoir safety and the reservoir flood maps is on the Environment Agency website: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/floods/124783.aspx
Flood warning service for infrastructure operators 
Following the 2007 floods, the Pitt Review recommended that the Environment Agency should provide a specialised site-specific flood warning service for infrastructure operators.  

As a first step, EA now provide its flood warning information every 15 minutes to organisations and value added resellers so that tailored flood warning services can be developed. This will enable the provision of specialised warning services for infrastructure to those organisations with assets or networks at risk of flooding, such as sewage treatment works or telephone exchanges, as well as transport networks such as motorway, road and rail infrastructure. 

In early 2011 EA is looking to expand this information service to include hydrometry and telemetry data such as river/sea level, rainfall, river flow and groundwater data.  In Spring 2011 EA will also be providing a basic web-based infrastructure warning service to Category 1 and 2 responders based on a previous pilot which it carried out with Western Power Distribution. More information about the flood warning for infrastructure service can be found on the Environment Agency website.
Local Government Group resources on Flood Risk Management

Local Government Group flood pages

Information and resources on the Local Government Improvement and Development (LGID) flood pages include new guidance on current and future funding arrangements; strategic flood partnership case studies and a checklist for local authorities. See: www.idea.gov.uk/flooding. 
New toolkit on Scrutiny of Flooding

A Scrutiny of Flooding toolkit which provides information about the role and purpose of scrutiny of flooding is now available on the LGID flood pages:  http://www.idea.gov.uk/idk/core/page.do?pageId=24931175 . This focuses on what councils can do to ensure adequate resources, support effective leadership, improve the process and engage with relevant partners. 
Community of Practice on Flood Risk and Water Management 

This community can help you to find out how other local authorities are tackling flood risk and how they are planning to implement the new floods legislation and regulations. It currently has over 470 members and is available on: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do. The community includes a forum to communicate with colleagues in other authorities, EA, Defra etc, a notice board of events and a library where you can access or post useful information.  

New sub communities are now being set up to support regional groups and work on specific projects. If you would like to set up a sub community please send a request to vanessa.goodchildbradley@local.gov.uk.
Useful Links

Flood and Water Management Act

For information on the Flood and Water Management Act please see the Defra web pages: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/policy/fwmb/index.htm.

Flood Risk Regulations and Preliminary Flood Risk Assessment guidance
The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (SI  2009/3042) are available at: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2009/uksi_20093042_en_1
The final guidance for Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments was published on 8 December and is available at:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/125459.aspx 
Or from this direct link:
http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO1210BTGH-e-e.pdf


Future Flood Bulletin items
The LG Group’s Flood News Bulletin is published at the beginning of each month. If you have any news, events or other items that you would like to include in a future Flood Bulletin please send these to: vanessa.goodchildbradley@local.gov.uk .

