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	Please see the attached bulletin from the Local Government Association for all the latest news, publications, events and links to further information on flood and coastal erosion risk management.
 
News:
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
The consultation exercise to implement the requirements for sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) in new and redeveloped sites in England, has now commenced and is open until the 13 March 2012 

Sewers and lateral drains
The consultation exercise for the ‘Automatic adoption arrangements for new foul sewers and lateral drains and National Build Standards for gravity foul sewers and lateral drains’ in England, has now commenced and is open until the 31 January 2012, further information is available from the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Deculverting Strategy for Northern England 
Removal or 'daylighting' of unnecessary culverts can have major benefits for flood risk management, ecology, amenity and redevelopment, to name but a few.

The River Restoration Centre is working in partnership with the Environment Agency (EA) to develop a prioritised shortlist of both EA and local authority maintained culvert assets in northern England (covering the Environment Agency’s north west and north east regions), to take forward as potential daylighting projects in 2012/13.

If you know of any such assets which you would like to be considered as opportunities for restoring to open channels, or have a completed culvert asset register which we can input into our prioritisation matrix, please contact: deculverting@therrc.co.uk or 01234 752979

Flood Risk Regulations
All Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments (PFRAs) will be published on the EA’s website by 22 December. 

The EA has produced FAQs on the publication of PFRAs, if you haven't received a copy, please contact your local EA office.

Work is progressing on the EA’s surface water pilots and a workshop was held in early December to get LLFA and water company input to the project.

The EA is considering its approach to delivering Flood Risk Management Plans. They would like input from LLFAs in flood risk areas and have started gathering the views of LLFAs. If you would like to be involved in this work, please contact the EA.

More information on the Flood Risk Regulations and PFRAs will be available on the Environment Agency website. 

Further commencements in the Flood and Water Management Act
On 1 December 2011 the next stage of implementation of the Flood Water Management Act (FWMA) 2010 came into force with the commencement of the remaining parts of Sections 38 and 39 (incidental flooding or coastal erosion) in England and Wales. In addition, the regulations under sections 38(8) and 39(12), which the minister was granted power to make on 18 January 2011, also came into force.
On 5 December 2011 it was announced that commencement of paragraphs 32 and 33 of Schedule 2 to the FWMA will take place on 6 April 2012. The effect of this will be that the EA’s responsibility for issuing flood defence consents under section 23 of the Land Drainage Act 1991 (LDA) will transfer to LLFAs on that date. We are making this announcement now in order to give LLFAs sufficient time to prepare for these changes. EA/Defra Capacity Building Workshops in February will explain LLFA new responsibilities relating to flood defence consents and enforcement and allow the EA to share their experience and best practice. The dates for these workshops will be announced soon.   
From 6 April 2012 Internal Drainage Boards will hold the powers in section 25 of the LDA (powers to require works to maintain a proper flow of water in ordinary watercourses) in internal drainage districts, and LLFAs will hold those powers outside those districts. We recognise that district councils have held these powers outside of internal drainage districts in the past, and may be best placed to continue to carry out this function. Under the FWMA LLFAs may delegate their flood risk management functions to district councils. The contact point for this work is Ruth Thirkettle. Defra can explore any issues of concerns this gives rise to at the Capacity Building Workshops in February 2012.
Climate Change Tools to Support Local FRM Strategies
The EA have produced information to support LLFAs to understand the impacts of climate change on flood risk when developing their local flood risk management strategies in England.  Presented as an e-learning course, it provides different approaches, with case studies, to show how climate change could be considered by LLFAs. An initial version of this resource will be made available through the Defra Capacity Building Strategy learning resources web page by December 23rd 2011. The e-learning resource is specific to England. EA are planning to produce a separate e-learning resource for Wales that will be made available in early 2012. 
Coastal Erosion Risk Maps published online 
On 17 November the EA published the first coastal erosion risk maps online covering two pilot areas – the Northumberland coast (between the Scottish Border and the Tyne) and the South Downs Coast (between Beachy Head and Selsey Bill). The interactive maps show the erosion expected over the next 20 years, plus details of the Shoreline Management Plan policy option and any existing defences. The maps can be found on the Environment Agency’s website: 

The Environment Agency will continue to work closely with local authorities to publish maps for the rest of England and Wales in 2012.
For further information please contact Nick Hardiman, Senior Advisor, National Coastal Team
Targeted flood warnings for Category 1 and 2 responders  
The service enables subscribers to upload their own asset information into the web based system and create a hierarchy that matches their organisational structure. ‘Assets’ can be an office, depot, sub-station, treatment works, critical road junction, or anything with a unique ID (asset reference) and a grid reference. Assets are matched against the EA Flood Warning service so subscribers only view the warnings that are relevant to their organisation.
 
More information is also available on the Environment Agency’s website
 
The National Flood Risk Assessment (NaFRA) 
NaFRA is an assessment of flood risk across England and Wales which shows the probability of flooding from rivers and the sea and is one of the EA’s key datasets for assessing flood risk and supporting investment decisions.
The EA have developed a new approach, which includes new modelling software, that allows them to update NaFRA more easily and incorporate the best available information. 
For further information about NaFRA visit either of these two resources on the Environment Agency’s website Flood likelihood explained or Flooding in England - a national assessment of flood risk .

DataShare website
 
For further information please contact Geoff Astle 
 
Surface water flooding – improving forecasting and warning
The National Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy tasks the EA to work with other risk management authorities to develop a community level public warning service for surface water flood risks. 
 
A steering group for the development of the service has been set up.  The group includes members from Defra, EA (England and Wales), Flood Forecasting Centre, Met Office, LLFA’s  and Local Government Associations in England and Wales. 
 
If you would like to share your experience and ideas, or would like more information about the group please contact Stephen Merrett. 
Property level protection funding 
The EA have allocated a further £1.4 million of Flood Defence Grant in aid to reduce the risk of flooding for individual properties. A list of new projects can be found on thier website.
More information on Partnership Funding can be found online. 

Flood Information Trailer
The National Flood Forum (NFF) now has a Flood Information Trailer that it can take around the country to local communities, providing advice on flood protection products, flood recovery, insurance etc.  The trailer is one of two provided with funding from the EA.  The second, a Flood Recovery Trailer, will be deployed following severe floods to act as a base for liaison with the communities affected.  Contact the NFF for further information Amanda Davies. 

National Occupational Standards (NOS) in Flood Risk Management
Lantra Sector Skills Council work with Defra, the EA and various local authorities, to develop National Occupational Standards (NOS) in Flood Risk Management which reflect the jobs, skills and activities people carry out within flood risk management.  These NOS have been developed into a qualification and are available in the Level 3 Apprenticeship in Environmental Conservation, or can be taken as a qualification or as individual units of learning. More details on the apprenticeship framework is available on thier website. 

Events:
 
Flood Risk Asset Management Seminar
Tuesday, 24 January 2012 09:30-12:30
Venue: Cambridgeshire County Council Offices
Austine Nwankwo or Sass Willis

Emergency Planning and Incident Management: How have “Lessons Learnt” changed what we do?
CIWEM Rivers and Coastal Group Annual Conference
Thursday, 26 January 2012 09:00-16:00
Contact Bob Earll  

Insurance, Communities, Flood Risk – What will the future hold?
National Flood Forum National Conference
Wednesday, 7 March 2012 09:00-16:15

Water & Environment 2012 – CIWEM’s Annual Conference – ‘Green Revolution: Are we there yet?’
Water & Environment 2012 – CIWEM’s Annual Conference
Tuesday, 20 March 2012 09:00-16:00
 
Job vacancies:
Senior Engineer – Policy and Flood Risk Management
Central Bedfordshire Council
£33,858 - £38,181 pa
Closing date: 28 December 2011
In this new post, you will provide strategic leadership for flood risk management within Central Bedfordshire Council, working in partnership with other local flood risk management bodies.  You will develop and maintain a local flood risk management strategy and manage the introduction of other duties and responsibilities as defined under the Flood and Water Management Act 2010.
For an informal discussion please contact: Steve Thomas 0300 300 4347. 
To apply online, visit the Central Bedfordshire website or contact 0300 300 8073
If you have a Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management related vacancy that you would like to advertise here free of charge please contact Jo Allchurch.  Please note we can only include up to 3 vacancies each month.
Publications:
Framework for developing a local strategy for flood risk management
To assist flood authorities with their new statutory duty to produce and implement a local strategy for flood risk management, the LGA has produced a Framework for the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy. The Framework provides information and advice on all the essential elements to be included in the local strategy, backed up by local case study examples. This will remain a ‘living document' so it can be regularly reviewed and updated as and when necessary. 

Water White Paper
Published on 8 December 2011
Water for Life describes a vision for future water management in which the water sector is resilient, water companies are more efficient and customer focused, and water is valued as the precious and finite resource it is. 

National Flood Forum Monthly Bulletin
Published on 3 December 2011 

Consultations and research:
 
Consultation on high risk reservoirs in England and Wales
On 17 November the EA launched a 14 week public consultation on how we will designate large raised reservoirs as ‘high risk’ in the future.  We are holding this consultation because the Reservoirs Act 1975 will be amended by the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, so that only ‘high risk’ large raised reservoirs will be subject to the full requirements of the Reservoirs Act in the future.  We expect this change to come into force from October 2012.
The consultation is available on the Environment agency website and will run until 23 February 2012

Contacts for more information:
• Tony Deakin 07776 431871 
• Liana Hamilton-King 07748 181835 
 
Useful Links:
 
Flood and water Management Act
For information on the Flood and Water Management Act, including details of which provisions have been commenced, please see the Defra web pages:  

Flood Risk Regulations
The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (SI 2009/3042) are available. 
 
Capacity Building
Alongside the Defra/EA Capacity Building workshops which have taken place in 2011, the EA has developed a series of e-learning modules for local authorities and their partners to increase knowledge and skills. 

Community of Practice on Flood Risk and Water Management (FlowNet)
With over 900 members, this community aims to engage those in and around local government in the issues, developments, and practice relating to flood risk and water management.

Subscribing:
If you would like to subscribe to future editions of this bulletin or would like to include an item please contact Jo Allchurch.


