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	News:
Flood Risk and Water Management (FlowNet) Group on Knowledge Hub
With over 900 members, this community aims to engage those in and around local government in the issues, developments, and practice relating to flood risk and water management. Flownet has now transferred to the Knowledge Hub platform and appears as a Group there. You will be able to access it by looking at your Home area and clicking on My groups.

Please be assured that you will now be able to access FlowNet on Knowledge Hub and continue to share ideas and good practice.

Your community on the Community of Practice (CoP) will remain in place until the end of March in a read only format. You will be able to access and transfer any additional content when ever you like until then.

Remember, you can access Knowledge Hub using your usual CoP username and password. If you have any problems logging in, please contact knowledgehub@local.gov.uk.
Flood Risk Regulations

All Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments (PFRAs) will be published on the Environment Agency’s (EA) website by 22 December. 

The EA has produced FAQs on the publication of PFRAs, if you haven't received a copy, please contact your local EA office.

Work is progressing on the EA’s surface water pilots and a workshop was held in early December to get LLFA and water company input to the project.

The EA is considering its approach to delivering Flood Risk Management Plans. They would like input from LLFAs in flood risk areas and have started gathering the views of LLFAs. If you would like to be involved in this work, please contact the EA.
More information on the Flood Risk Regulations and PFRAs will be available on the EA website 
Regulation of activities on ordinary watercourses
In December the Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) announced that most of the ordinary watercourse regulation currently undertaken by the EA in England would transfer to Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) from 6 April 2012. 

LLFAs  will take on the role of consenting and enforcement for activities on ordinary watercourses except where an Internal Drainage Boards exists, or where an internal drainage district is operated by the EA. 

To assist LLFAs in their new role in England the EA has produced an advice note and supporting appendices. Further information is available on the EA website. 
PFRAs published

 

For the first time, an assessment of local flood risk has been produced by all 174 LLFAs in England and Wales. The PFRAs fulfill statutory requirements under the EU Floods Directive which is implemented in England and Wales by the Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (the Regulations). The information in PFRAs will be used by LLFAs in developing their local flood risk management strategies. More information about the PFRAs, Flood Risk Areas and the Flood Risk Regulations and be found on the EA website. 
Protocol for the maintenance of Flood and Coastal Risk Management (FCRM) assets is published
The EA‘s asset maintenance protocol sets out their approach to maintaining flood and coastal risk management assets in England. It will help them apply a consistent approach to identifying which low risk assets should no longer be maintained and how they will work with those affected by their decisions. More information about the Protocol can be found on the EA website. 

National Capital Programme Management Service – Current Magazine

The EA’s National Capital Programme Management Service (ncpms) offers project management expertise in a range of disciplines to help us achieve better flood and coastal risk management, as well as working on other capital programmes such as waterways and water resources. 

Current magazine is produced jointly by ncpms and the Framework partners. It is an informative newsletter featuring articles on good practice and innovation with the latest news and in-depth features. It is aimed at all those involved or interested in EA and partner projects. 

Find out more about ncpms projects and download the latest issue of Current.  
Property level protection funding 

The EA have allocated a further £1.4 million of Flood Defence Grant in aid to reduce the risk of flooding for individual properties. A list of new projects can be found on the EA website. 

More information on Partnership Funding can be found on the Defra website.
Evaluation of Defra Property Level protection scheme – update

Over 80 representatives from local authorities, surveyors, product suppliers, Defra and the EA attended two workshops held in London and Leeds in November 2011. A wide range of suggestions for improving delivery of Property Level protection schemes were made which have been fed into the review. The project steering group will meet in January 2012 to review the consultants draft report on the evidence they have gathered; the completed report should be available during the first quarter of 2012.

Flood Information Trailer

The National Flood Forum (NFF) now has a Flood Information Trailer that it can take around the country to local communities, providing advice on flood protection products, flood recovery, insurance etc.  The trailer is one of two provided with funding from the EA.  The second, a Flood Recovery Trailer, will be deployed following severe floods to act as a base for liaison with the communities affected.  Contact the NFF for further information: amanda.davies@floodforum.org.uk
National Occupational Standards (NOS) in Flood Risk Management

Lantra Sector Skills Council work with Defra, the EA and various local authorities, to develop NOS in Flood Risk Management which reflect the jobs, skills and activities people carry out within flood risk management.  These NOS have been developed into a qualification and are available in the Level 3 Apprenticeship in Environmental Conservation, or can be taken as a qualification or as individual units of learning. For more details on the apprenticeship framework please visit the Lantra website. 
Flood Insurance update

On 19 December, Ministers gave a progress update on this work and published the final report of the flood insurance working groups. The progress update states that Government and the insurance industry remain committed to making sure flood insurance remains widely available and that they are working towards an announcement in the spring of a new shared understanding, setting out more clearly what customers can expect from insurers and Government.

For more information please see the Defra website.
Protocol for the maintenance of Flood and Coastal Risk Management assets published

The EA‘s asset maintenance protocol sets out their approach to maintaining flood and coastal risk management assets in England. It will help them apply a consistent approach to identifying which low risk assets should no longer be maintained and how they will work with those affected by their decisions. 

More information about the Protocol can be found on the EA website: 
Request for support for MSc thesis - Communicating Surface Water Flood Risk to the public 

An MSc student at De Montford University is currently working with an LLFA to investigate how best the can engage with residents to support them in understanding and adapting to surface water flood risk. They would like to run three detailed case studies of engagement between an authority and the public, ideally around a surface water flooding risk, if not similar risk i.e. rapid onset etc and a wider survey of flood professionals on the same issue.

Please contact emilygbullock@gmail.com if you are willing to be a ‘subject’ for the research, or are interested in supporting, for example giving feedback on questions and methodologies.

Events:
 

Insurance, Communities, Flood Risk – What will the future hold?
National Flood Forum National Conference

Wednesday, 7 March 2012 09.00-16.15

http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences/456
Talking about Flooding: Challenges and Opportunities for Local Authorities and Flood Scientists

Wednesday, 14 March 2012 10.00-16.15

For information contact: Alison.stokes@earth.ox.ac.uk
Water & Environment 2012 – CIWEM’s Annual Conference – ‘Green Revolution: Are we there yet?’
Tuesday, 20 March 2012 09.00-16.00

http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences/448
 

Job vacancies:

Senior Engineer - Flood Risk Management

Dorset County Council

£32,800 - £38,042 pa

Closing date: 1 February 2012
You will work within a team delivering responsibilities as the lead local flood authority and have extensive experience in drainage, flood and water management.  You will be chartered engineer or equivalent with the technical, managerial and health and safety expertise to provide professional direction and development of the team.

For an informal discussion please contact: Mike Harden at M.R.Harden@dorsetcc.gov.ukor telephone 01305 225384.

To apply online, visit the dorsetforyou website.
Publications:
Framework for developing a local strategy for flood risk management
To assist flood authorities with their new statutory duty to produce and implement a local strategy for flood risk management, the LGA has produced a Framework for the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy. The Framework provides information and advice on all the essential elements to be included in the local strategy, backed up by local case study examples. This will remain a ‘living document' so it can be regularly reviewed and updated as and when necessary. 
Water White Paper
Published on 8 December 2011

Water for Life describes a vision for future water management in which the water sector is resilient, water companies are more efficient and customer focused, and water is valued as the precious and finite resource it is. 
National Flood Forum Monthly Bulletin

Published on 22 December 2011: http://www.floodforum.org.uk/files/Bulletin%2010%20211211.pdf
Consultations and research:
 
Consultation on high risk reservoirs in England and Wales

On 17 November the EA launched a 14 week public consultation on how they will designate large raised reservoirs as ‘high risk’ in the future.  They are holding this consultation because the Reservoirs Act 1975 will be amended by the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, so that only ‘high risk’ large raised reservoirs will be subject to the full requirements of the Reservoirs Act in the future.  EA expect this change to come into force from October 2012.

The consultation is available on the EA website and will run until 23 February 2012
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

The consultation exercise to implement the requirements for SuDS in new and redeveloped sites in England, has now commenced and is open until the 13 March 2012.
Sewers and lateral drains

The consultation exercise for the – ‘Automatic adoption arrangements for new foul sewers and lateral drains and National Build Standards for gravity foul sewers and lateral drains’ in England, has now commenced and is open until the 31 January 2012. 
 

Useful Links:
 

Flood and water Management Act
For information on the Flood and Water Management Act, including details of which provisions have been commenced, please see the Defra website. 

 
Flood Risk Regulations
The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (SI 2009/3042) 

 

Capacity Building
Alongside the Defra/EA Capacity Building workshops which have taken place in 2011, the EA has developed a series of e-learning modules for local authorities and their partners to increase knowledge and skills. The modules are available on the EA website. 

Subscribing:
If you would like to subscribe to future editions of this bulletin or would like to include an item please contact jo.allchurch@local.gov.uk.




