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Latest News

Defra consultation on the implementation of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) provisions in the Flood and Water Management Act 2010 - UPDATE
There has been no further news from Defra on the launch date of the SuDS consultation so the below still applies:

Defra had planned to launch a consultation on the proposed processes and mechanisms for implementation of the policy on Sustainable Drainage Systems on 15 July 2011. The launch of this consultation has been delayed while some final questions are considered and resolved internally. This means that any consultation will not be launched until the Autumn 2011.  The knock on effect is that the preferred implementation date of April 2012 is unlikely.  

LG Group will continue to ensure the view of local government is fully represented and work with Defra to ensure the consultation addresses the areas of concern, particularly around the avoidance of new burdens, proposed new implementation dates, and long-term funding.
We will provide a further update on progress in the October bulletin.  If any important announcements are made prior to this, we will send out an earlier update via this distribution list and the FlowNet Community of Practice.
Local Flood Risk Management Strategies

Lead Local Flood Authorities (LLFAs) are now developing their Local Flood Risk Management Strategies.  Local Government Group has produced a Preliminary Framework document (http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/17064046) as advice for LLFAs.  This document will be updated by Autumn 2011 to ensure consistency with the published National Strategy. The document can also be found on the FlowNet Community of Practice (see below).

All Parliamentary Water Group – 13 September 2011

Cllr Eddy Poll attended a meeting of the All Party Parliamentary Water Group on 13 September 2011 on behalf of the Local Government Group Environment and Housing Board, to talk about the increasing connections between local government and the water sector.

All Party Parliamentary Groups, or APPGs, are interest groups made up of MPs and Lords from all political parties, formed to focus around discussing a specific policy area (in this case water). Often, as was the case with yesterday’s session, they are attended more by external stakeholder organisations who are also interested in the subject. Yesterday’s meeting was chaired by Anne McIntosh MP (Conservative, MP for Vale of York, also Chair of Environment Food & Rural Affairs Select Committee), with the Earl of Selborne and Anne Marie-Morris MP (Conservative, MP for Newton Abbot) also in attendance. Around twenty external stakeholders were present, mainly from the private sector, including water and wastewater company representatives and private contractors. Representatives from the Environment Agency were also in attendance.

Cllr Poll delivered a short speech to the APPG, touching on issues and LGA concerns around the new responsibilities for local authorities under the Flood & Water Management Act, the transfer of private sewers, flooding insurance, sewage capacity, sustainable urban drainage systems (SUDS), and planning. He was followed by a private sector speech from Phill Mills, representing the Society of British Waste Water Industries, who focused mainly on SUDS and industry’s concerns around the transfer of private sewers, particularly the impact on consumer bills and customer service. 

A Q&A session followed the presentations, with the parliamentarians focusing their queries on planning (such as whether water/waste water companies should be statutory consultees), the cost of the private sewer transfer, and the need for robust communications with local communities. Questions from the stakeholders present revolved more around the impact of local government budget cuts and sustainable drainage systems, including a concern from the Environment Agency as to the increasing pressures on drainage from growth and climate change. 

FlowNet Community of Practice

This community of practice aims to engage those in and around local government in the issues, developments, and practice relating to flood risk and water management and to help them successfully discharge their new responsibilities.  This resource is designed to provide self-help to local authorities through sharing of ideas, good and innovative practice and challenges. 
There are now more than 800 members on FlowNet and was #5 of the ‘Top 100 visited’ Communities of Practice in June 2011.  This is indicative of how well local authorities and their partners are focused on the need to network, find out latest information, share ideas and learning.
To register go to the FlowNet Community of Practice (http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/comm/landing-home.do?id=2050378).  

Look out for news about the Knowledge Hub and how improvements this year to our online resources will enable authorities to share information, benchmark performance and speed up learning and networking between colleagues and across authorities.

Question and Answer sessions on FlowNet Community of Practice
LG Group is working with colleagues in Defra and EA to provide a series of online Question and Answer sessions on topical issues for local authorities and their partners. To view or take part in these sessions go to: http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do
We will shortly be releasing a forward plan of Q&A sessions to take us up to April 2012.  If you have any topics you would like to us to consider please contact jo.allchurch@local.gov.uk.

Recent Q&A sessions:

A Defra / EA session on Lead Local Flood Authorities duty to maintain a register of structures and features under section 21 of the Flood and Water Management Act was held on 25 May. You can view the posts on this session under the LLFA Asset Register theme. The fourth Q&A on Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments was held on 12 May. You can view the posts on all PFRA sessions on the forum under the PFRA theme.
Publications, Announcements etc
Level 3 Work-Based Diploma in Environmental Conservation - Flood Risk Management

In 2010, Lantra Sector Skills Council worked with Defra, the Environment Agency and various Local Authorities, to develop new National Occupational Standards (NOS) in Flood Risk Management following an extensive review of the jobs, skills and activities people carry out within flood risk management.

These NOS have been developed into a qualification and now learners can take a Level 3 Work-Based Diploma in Environmental Conservation – Flood Risk Management.  It was developed to be included in the Apprenticeship, but it can also be taken as a qualification or directly as individual units of learning if it is only part of someone’s job.  Learners are provided with the skills and knowledge required to identify areas at risk of flooding, responding to incidents, developing and communicating emergency flood plans and working with communities in flood-related emergencies.  This flood risk management training is offered by ABC Awards, City & Guilds and Edexcel.
Apprenticeship website
http://www.apprenticeships.org.uk/Types-of-Apprenticeships/Agriculture-Horticulture-and-Animal-Care.aspx
Edexcel

http://www.edexcel.com/quals/NVQ-competence-based-qcf/envcon/Pages/default.aspx
ABC Awards

http://www.abcawards.co.uk/environmentconservation.php
City & Guilds

http://www.cityandguilds.com/765.html
Winning Solutions for Adapting to Severe Weather

This LG Group guide highlights opportunities for councils to address adaptation in order to make best use of current resources, maximise cost savings and dovetail with the new localism agenda. It includes local case studies on flood risk management. The guide was informed by a roundtable held at the LG Group in February 2011 and was prepared for the LG Group with help from CAG consultants. The guide is available on the LG Group website: www.local.gov.uk 
Environment Agency e-learning modules

Alongside the Defra/EA Capacity Building workshops which took place between January and April 2011, the Environment Agency has developed a series of e-learning modules for local authorities and their partners to increase knowledge and skills. At present there are modules on Understanding the Legislation; PFRAs; Collaborative Working Skills and Sustainable Urban Drainage systems. Additional modules on Local Flood Strategies and Modelling and Information Sharing will be added to the site shortly. The modules are available at: 

http://learning.environment-agency.gov.uk/courses/FCRM/capacity/ .
LGIU Report: Local authorities, big society and adaptation to climate change 

This is the final report of an LGiU project that looked at existing toolkits to support community involvement in, and ownership of, local adaptation and how these tools can help build a strategy or plan to take forward big society work in promoting adaptation to climate change. The project was funded by Defra and commissioned by the Local and Regional Adaptation Partnership (LRAP).
https://member.lgiu.org.uk/Pages/default.aspx
Consultations and surveys
Defra consultation on the implementation of SuDS provisions in the Flood and Water Management Act 2010
See Page 1 for update.
Communities and Local Government (CLG) draft National Planning Policy Framework 

The draft National Planning Policy Framework has now been published for consultation. CLG is keen to hear views from all interested parties on the draft and how it might be improved.

The Planning for Places section specifically covers Climate Change, flooding and coastal change although there are references elsewhere in the draft.

The consultation will close on 17 October 2011.  More information can be found at:

http://www.communities.gov.uk/planningandbuilding/planningsystem/planningpolicy/planningpolicyframework/
Environment Agency’s new Adapting to Climate Change Programme

From 1 October 2011, the Environment Agency is taking on a new role as the Government’s delivery body for climate change adaptation in England. This role will build on the work of the UK Climate Impacts Programme (UKCIP), based at Oxford University.

The Environment Agency is already one of the leading public bodies in preparing for climate change.  Our new programme will complement our existing roles and responsibilities and is being developed closely with the cross-Government Adapting to Climate Change Programme.

More information can be found at: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/132323.aspx
Environment Agency are really interested to know your views and opinions, especially on what advice you need to help you adapt and on what types of tools/approaches you do or don’t find helpful.  Please take part in the survey at: 

https://web.questback.com/theenvironmentagency/atccp/
Events 

Inland Flood Risk Management Group Annual Meeting – 28 September 2011

The Inland Group includes members of the LG Group Environment and Housing Programme Board, LGA Coastal Special Interest Group and 2 regional member representatives from all English regions and Wales. The Group works closely with colleagues in Government and the Environment Agency, producing resources to support local authorities and developing Local Government Group policy positions.  The 28 September meeting will be the annual meeting of the Group and will be open to a wider group of members and officers.  This will include a high level discussion on the links between Flood Risk Management and Spatial Planning.  Confirmed speakers include Environment Agency Chairman, Chris Smith.  There are still a small number of spaces left for this, so if you would like to attend please contact sarah.monaghan@local.gov.uk. This will be on a first come, first served basis. The event is most suitable for senior officers working on Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management as well as Councillors with an Environment/Flooding Portfolio and is open to all LGA Member Authorities.
FCERM11 Workshops – nearly fully booked!

This year we are running 3 x 1 day workshops on Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management (FCERM) instead of the annual Defra/Environment Agency FCERM conference. 

· 25 October, Principal Hayley Royal York Hotel, York

· 1 November, Albert Hall Conference Centre, Nottingham

· 9 November, Hilton, London Gatwick - SOLD OUT
FCERM is changing so we all need to work more closely with our partners and understand what this means in practice.  These workshops enable us to share experience at a very practical level to tackle the most immediate issues facing FCERM practitioners today.

Aimed at, the Lead Local Flood Authorities, District Authorities, Regional Flood and Coastal  Committees, Internal Drainage Boards and other risk management authorities, as well as consultants and contractors)these workshops are designed to complement Defra’s capacity building workshop programme.

The FCERM 11 workshops aim to promote awareness of the new responsibilities across the whole FCERM sector. They include plenary and condensed breakout sessions to help all practitioners understand their key roles within the Flood Risk Regulations and Flood and Water Management Act. A programme will be available shortly.

There are very few tickets remaining so if you haven’t already, BOOK NOW!
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/131669.aspx
FREE Practitioner workshop on Asset Management

Flood Risk Management Research Consortium (FRMRC2)

October 4th 2011, SOAS London

The aim of the Practitioner workshop on asset management (FRMRC II) is to encourage dissemination to practitioners of the results of Super Work Package 4 of the FRMRC II and other related research on the management of the physical assets associated with flood risk management.

The opportunity is being taken to include within the workshop outcomes from the reseach conducted under the five year Environment Agency (EA) funded PAMS (Performance-based Asset Managment) programme.

The workshop will conclude with a brief overview of the likely next steps for research and its applicability. Delegates will also be be to find out what is planned for the future and how they might be involved.
For more information go to:

http://events.hrwallingford.co.uk/acatalog/FRMRCII_Practitioner_workshop_on_asset_management.html
FREE Landform Seminar: Urban Flood Risk – Preparation and Response

5 October 2011, CIRIA Offices, Classic House, 174-180 Old Street, London EC1 9BP
This seminar is primarily based on outputs from the Flood Risk Management Consortium provides an engaging overview of approaches to assist with the management of flooding and subsequent recovery, covering science and its practical application. 

The seminar will be of particular interest to those working in the flood risk management sector. This will include planners, emergency planners, flood risk forecasters and managers, engineers and those involved with community flood groups. In particular delegates will gain:
· An understanding of decision support tolls for flood risk management including the visualization of risk and vulnerability assessment

· An improved understanding of the health impacts of floods

· An insight into how emergency planners prepare for flood risk

· An opportunity to share experiences with other professionals facing similar challenges

For more information and to register go to:

http://www.ciria.org/SERVICE/Search2/Core/Events/eventdetails.aspx?Section=Search2&iKey=E11507
ICE Conference: Flood Risk Management – Putting Policy into Practice

October 6th 2011 Imperial War Museum, Duxford Cambridge

This conference will include case studies and practical advice on surface water management and flooding issues. For more information go to:

http://www.ice.org.uk/Events-conferences/Events/Floods-and-Water-Management-Conference
Coastal Flooding and Erosion Risk Management

Understanding Change: Risk and Organisational Responses

October 20th 2011, SOAS London, A CIWEM – CMS Conference

This conference will take stock of the past 18 months of new guidance, legislation and the changing emphasis of the Government’s policies on coastal flood and erosion risk.  It will also look at our developing understanding of the risks to coastal communities, businesses and environment and the next steps that are needed. 

For details contact: Bob Earll at bob.earll@coastmsco.uk  01531 890415

Programme & booking: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences/449 
WATER & ENVIRONMENT 2012    CIWEM’S ANNUAL CONFERENCE

‘Green Revolution: Are we there yet?
Olympia Conference Centre, London, 20– 21 March 2012

Call for presentations

When it came to power in May 2010 the UK Coalition Government pledged to be the greenest government ever. We have been promised a ‘green revolution’ for a green economy, green jobs and for low-carbon living ……… but how far have we come? What more do we need to do? And how do our international counterparts compare?
The flooding agenda is a major part of the conference and is a critical part of the wider agenda in response to issues like climate change and our views on the future. We would welcome offers of presentations; the full detail of the call can be found at: http://www.coastms.co.uk/conferences/448 

Environment Agency update
New Flood and Coastal Risk Management Schemes Map

Our new interactive map which shows where we are investing in flood and coastal risk schemes is now live. 

The flood and coastal risk management schemes map shows which schemes or maintenance activities received funding in 2011/12. The map is available to the public and other interested organisations and can be viewed in the What’s in your backyard? section on our website at:   

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?x=357683.0&y=355134.0&scale=1&layerGroups=default&ep=map&textonly=off&lang=_e&topic=fcrmschemes
Contact Melissa Scott - 01903 832514.

New guidance published - Adapting to Climate Change — Advice for Risk Management Authorities (RMAs) in England


This new advice was issued in September 2011 to help RMAs (such as the Environment Agency, Local Authorities, Water Companies, Internal Drainage Boards, Highways Authorities) consider the impacts of climate change in flood and coastal erosion risk management 

It replaces Defra’s Supplementary Note to Operating Authorities — Climate Change Impacts, October 2006.  It is supplementary information to the Environment Agency’s Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Appraisal Guidance (FCERM-AG).
Welsh Government are reviewing their guidance for Wales.  Until notified Welsh authorities should continue to use Defra 2006 Guidance for assessments.

A link to the document can be found on the Environment Agency - FCERM-AG web page.
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/116707.aspx
New consistent groundwater flood warning service will launch in October

The Environment Agency is introducing a new and improved groundwater flood warning service for England. 

Following the floods of Winter 2000/1 the Environment Agency set-up local services for flooding from groundwater in some locations. However these local services do not use consistent messages, procedures or systems.

The new consistent service will be available in England in those communities which already receive local information about flooding from groundwater. These are predominantly areas that lie in the chalk catchments of South East and South West England and that have experienced repeated flooding from groundwater in the past.  

From the end of October, our Floodline Warnings Direct system will be used to send Flood Alerts (and in some places Flood Warnings) when there is the possibility of flooding from groundwater. Information about groundwater will also be included in the Flood Guidance Statement, the three day flood risk forecast and on Floodline. Local Environment Agency teams will be contacting partners and individuals in September to tell them about the new service and encourage then to register.

For further information please contact Leila Hutton 

Recruitment for Regional Flood and Coastal Committees
The Environment Agency will soon be looking for a number of new members to join Regional Flood and Coastal Committees. This is an exciting opportunity to help guide your local flood and coastal management within river catchments and along the coast. Recruitment for members to join all committees will begin in the next few months. More details about the role and who to contact for more information can be found in the Regional Flood and Coastal Committee recruitment leaflet.
Targeted flood warning service for Civil Contingency Act responders.


From early September, the Environment Agency will be providing a new web-based flood warning service for Civil Contingency Act responders. This new service will provide subscribers with a targeted and efficient service which will enable them to easily monitor their assets (e.g. offices, depots, sub stations, treatment works or critical road junctions) that are at risk of flooding from rivers and the sea.  

Subscribers will be able to manage information in the system and will be alerted by e-mail when their assets first become affected by flood warnings. The service will be available for free to category one responders and at low cost (£4,700 per annum) to category two responders.

If you are interested in signing-up for this new service, contact the Environment Agency on 03708 506 506 or speak to your local Environment Agency flood incident management team. 

Flood and coastal erosion risk management progress report 

On Monday 5 September the Environment Agency published a short report summarising key achievements and good performance against outcome measures set by Defra during the last Spending Review Period, April 2008 - March 2011.  It shows that working with our regional flood defence committees, local authorities, internal drainage boards and other partners, we achieved and exceeded all the government targets with the exception of one covering inter-tidal habitats. To view the report go to: http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO0711BUBK-E-E.pdf
Mechanical and Electrical, Instruments, Control and Automation Project (MEICA) 
Provides an appraisal of existing, flexible flow stemming systems that could be used in place of traditional systems. The report will be useful to other operating authorities and local responders requiring stop logs and temporary flow-barriers. SC090025
Full report:http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/SCHO0809BQWU-E-E
Summary:http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/SCHO0809BQWV-E-E
Research demonstrates the value of woodland creation as a measure to help manage flood water.

The Environment Agency and Forestry commission in England have published a report on Woodland for Water.  The report demonstrates how woodland creation can be used as an effective measure for the management of flood water and diffuse pollution.  

There is some evidence to promote floodplain and riparian woodland planting to reduce flood risk in appropriate locations, especially when other benefits are factored into the calculation. The evidence shows that woodland creation enhances biodiversity, reduces diffuse pollution and improves hydromorphology. The main role that woodland can play is through helping to climate proof existing and new flood defence measures as part of an overall strategy within a catchment. 
In addition, the report identifies three ways in which woodland can help to reduce the impact of flooding:

1. Woodland can help to increase the soils capacity to absorb rainfall and in turn help to prevent run off from smaller rainfall events. 

2. Shelter belts, or thin strips of woodland commonly used by farmers to protect livestock from snow and driving rain, can increase infiltration into soil by 60 per cent. By planting across the floodplain, peak flows can be reduced by up to 40 per cent. This shows that the severity of the flood can be reduced in some cases. 

3. Woodland increases the hydraulic roughness of the flood plain. Water will tend to gather speed over a smooth landscape, but by imitating natural processes, for example woody debris in a small brook, the energy and speed of water is reduced. Some sites have shown reduced water velocity of 50 per cent and delayed peak flows by up to 140 minutes. This reduction will often lower the height of the peak or can reduce the combined peaks of two tributaries if woodland creation is correctly planned.


The report also recognises the circumstances in which woodland is not a suitable option to help manage flood risk, such as where backed up water could threaten property, or where woody debris could block bridges and culverts. 


Other wider benefits of woodland creation can help with the objectives of the EU Water Framework Directive. For example, wider targeted woodland planting in the landscape can reduce fertiliser and pesticide loss into water, as well as protecting the soil from regular disturbance and so reduce the risk of sediment delivery to watercourses. Targeted woodland buffers along mid-slope or downslope field edges, or on infiltration basins appear effective for slowing down runoff and intercepting sediment and nutrients, but the evidence base is limited. 

The main science reports are published on Forest Research website, however the summary report can be found at:

http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/PDF/SCHO0711BTYR-E-E.pdf
2011 LIDAR Composite now live

As part of the Defra Capacity Building Programme to provide improved data and tools to help LLFAs deliver the requirements of the Flood and Water Management Act 2010, the Environment Agency’s Geomatics Group are pleased to announce that an updated LIDAR data composite was published on 1st September 2011. Following a busy winter programme of data capture, an additional 7,000km2 of high resolution data has been added to the composite dataset.
Much of the new data has been collected to infill urban areas at risk from surface water flooding. Using the Flood Map for Surface Water to identify areas at potential risk from surface water, urban areas were detected which were not fully covered by LIDAR data. New data was then acquired at 1m resolution, with the aim being to increase the coverage in England for all urban areas greater than 3km2 at risk of surface water flooding. Total coverage of LIDAR data for urban areas within England and Wales is now in excess of 90%.
LIDAR data helps partners represent the earth's surface when mapping and modelling flood risk. 
LIDAR can be shared at no cost with Local Authorities for any Strategic Projects such as Strategic Flood Risk / Consequence Assessments and Surface Water Management Plans.
For further information, and to download composite data, please visit www.geomatics-group.co.uk
Local Government Group resources on Flood Risk Management
Local Government Group flood pages

Information and resources on the Local Government Group’s Knowledge flood pages include a Scrutiny of Flooding toolkit; guidance on current and future funding arrangements; strategic flood partnership case studies and a checklist for local authorities. See: www.idea.gov.uk/flooding.   These pages will be updated in the next few months so if you have any views on what would be helpful for local authorities please contact: jo.allchurch@local.gov.uk. 
Community of Practice on Flood Risk and Water Management 

See Page 2 for more information.
Useful Links
Flood and Water Management Act

For information on the Flood and Water Management Act, including details of which provisions have been commenced, please see the Defra web pages: http://www.defra.gov.uk/environment/flooding/legislation/implementation-approach/
Flood Risk Regulations 
The Flood Risk Regulations 2009 (SI  2009/3042) are available at: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si2009/uksi_20093042_en_1
The final guidance for Preliminary Flood Risk Assessments is available at:

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/125459.aspx 

Or from this direct link:

http://publications.environment-agency.gov.uk/pdf/GEHO1210BTGH-e-e.pdf
Framework for the Local Strategy

A key new duty of the Flood and Water Management Act is for LLFAs to develop a local strategy for managing local flood risk. To assist authorities with this new task, a preliminary Framework for the Local Strategy has been developed by the Local Government Group, working with Defra and EA. This provides advice on all the elements that should be included in the local strategy, along with some good practice case studies. The Framework will be updated during Autumn 2011 to ensure consistency with the National Strategy. The preliminary Framework is available at: http://www.lga.gov.uk/lga/aio/17064046 and on the Community of Practice for Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk and Water Management (FlowNet): http://www.communities.idea.gov.uk/c/2050378/home.do . 

Future Flood Bulletin items
The LG Group’s Flood News Bulletin is published once a month. If you have any news, events or other items that you would like to include in a future Flood Bulletin or would like to add colleagues to the distribution list please contact: jo.allchurch@local.gov.uk .
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