Defra/LG Group Joint Legislative Implementation Panel

Interim Progress Report: Review of costs and benefits of local authority lead role on Flood Risk Management 

The Joint Legislative Implementation Panel was set up by the then Floods Minister, in response to concerns on funding and capacity expressed by LG Group and others during the passage of the Flood and Water Management Bill through Parliament.

Whilst supporting the aims of the legislation, LG Group did not agree with Defra’s assessment of costs or potential savings and were concerned at the lack of a long term and sustainable funding mechanism for the maintenance of SUDs. LG Group recommended that much more work was needed to assess the full costs of the legislation and any potential savings for local authorities, so that future funding more accurately reflected the new burdens of the lead role. An LG Group April 2010 briefing on the Flood and Water Management Act sets out concerns on funding and capacity and is available on the LGA website: www.lga.gov.uk .
The Panel has met regularly since March 2010. Its aims are to monitor funding and capacity issues over a three year implementation period, to discuss and attempt to resolve concerns over the original new burdens assessment by further investigation and evidence gathering, and to identify helpful guidance to support authorities in implementing their new roles and responsibilities. Between March 2010 and the present time Panel meetings have discussed in detail the concerns raised by LG Group about Defra’s Impact Assessment and considered what additional clarification, evidence and analysis is needed to build as complete a picture as possible of all the costs and benefits of the lead role. Where necessary the Panel will report to the Minister and LG Group Environment Board Chair how best to resolve any outstanding issues.
The Panel are keen to move beyond a position of differences and to set out areas of agreement and an action plan to improve the evidence. The Interim Progress report sets out General Principles and Working Hypotheses to be applied by the Panel in assessing issues around the costs and benefits of the lead role. It then sets out General Areas of Agreement; Conclusions (including where Defra and LG Group are not agreed) and Areas for Future Focus.

Together these clarify how the Panel intend to gather the additional information and understanding necessary to ensure the assessment of costs and savings is as accurate as possible.
LG Group is committed to working with colleagues in Defra, CLG and EA to provide authorities with a detailed assessment of costs and savings over the implementation period and to ensure that the necessary support is provided to all lead flood authorities.

