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An update on the work of the Flood Risk Management Implementation Review

Panel

I am writing to you both in my capacity as independent chair of the above Panel, one
year since it was established. | was appointed last summer, and have chaired the

meetings since September. Up to that

basis within the group.

point, the chair was occupied on an acting

The Panel was established in light of concems raised by the LG Group and
Members of Parliament regarding the expected costs arising for local authorities as a
result of the Flood and Water Management Bill, now Act (2010).

Whilst Defra agreed an estimate of costs and benefits within Government according
to the standard new burdens approach, some assumptions made within Defra's
assessment were questioned, including by the EFRA Select Committee. This led to
the commitment by the then Minister to review and monitor the costs through more

formalised discussions with the LG Group.

As a result, the Panel was formed with membership comprising senior officials from
Defra, Communities and Local Government, LG Group and the Environment Agency.

As the Panel commenced its work, all were aware that the Flood and Water
Management Bill was about to receive Royal Assent and then begin the process of
being implemented, with the expectation of commencement orders in the year ahead



Where there are difficult areas like on private sewers, we have agreed that we
shouid focus on the facts as far as they can be established, and separate these from
assumptions and other judgements in order to identify gaps in information.

In line with his approach, the Panel has now agreed its initial findings on the
principles and evidence underpinning the assessment of new burdens. This is
enclosed in case of interest. The paper notes a number of areas where there is
agreement, whilst setting out other areas where further work would be valuable.
Whilst | am pleased with the areas of agreement established through the Panel's
work, it should be recognised that there will almost certainly be some areas, such as
aspects of the private sewer transfer, where it may be difficult to find sufficiently
reliable evidence in order to fully resolve the issues that remain.

Clearly, more work remains to be undertaken, partly because the Panel's role
includes monitoring the impact of new arrangements as implementation takes place.
There are ailso the new roles and responsibilities regarding the approval and
adoption by local authorities of sustainable drainage systems (SuDS) for new
development, where the final commencement details and timetable are yet to be
confirmed. The Panel is aware of the uncertainty this is creating for local
authorities, and we will continue to challenge policy leads to clarify arrangements as
soon as possible.

In reaching this stage, and on behalf of the Panel, | can register that it has not
always been easy, but | would fike to thank my colleagues for the positive manner in
which they have tackled the task, their willingness to find a way forward and the co-
operation within the group.

Subject to the views of Government and the LG Group, it would seem appropriate to
provide a further update in a year's time if you both wish for the Panel to continue in
its work.

Yours Sincerely,

Ko &I

Brian Smith

Independent Chair



