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Flooding and Local Flood Risk Strategies 

Jill Holden 

GM Flood and Water Programme Manager 

Flood Risk in Greater Manchester 

 

 

 

 

• Properties at risk 

– 50,000 fluvial 

– 30,000 surface water 

• 25% Manchester  

• 75% remaining    

9 districts 

Complex hydrological network interlinks all districts with 

all river catchments, apart from the River Douglas, 

draining into the Ship Canal 
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Flooding in Greater Manchester 

• June – Sept 2012 –properties flooded from 

surface water 

– Initial reports approx. 160 

– Confirmed 14  

• River flooding  

– Confirmed 54 

• No Investigation reports published 

Davyhulme – photo from the MEN 
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GM Investigation Policy 

• The focus of the policy is not solely around the identification of 

the necessity to instigate an investigation but to ensure that a 

process is in place to gather supporting evidence  

 

• Trigger - ‘Significant’ incident 

– Risk to life 

– Reputation 

– Impact on critical services, infrastructure and installations 

– Frequency 

– Economic disruption  

– > 5/6 residential properties 

 

 

Investigation Process 
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Learning Outcomes 

• Ensure a consistent process is in place to collate 

reports of flooding incidents, gather supporting 

evidence and manage public expectations 

• Ensure consistent communications messages within 

each district and across Greater Manchester 

• Ensure multi agency response plans are in place 

and appropriate training undertaken 

• Ensure a programme to test plans and response is 

in place 

• Partnership working is key 

 

Local Strategies 

• LLFA is responsible for developing a Local Flood Risk Management 
Strategy covering local sources of flooding consistent with the 
National Strategy and is a robust representation of local issues 
– 10 strategies across Greater Manchester 

• The work involved in creating the strategies is intrinsic to 
understanding local flood risk 

• It is not a standalone document but an ongoing process that 
captures supporting flood risk evidence to be able to: 
– Identify and prioritise local flood risk issues 

– Identify opportunities for partnership development and operation 

– Support the development of a partnership funding, and delivery of a 
strategic GM investment programme 

– Communicate the understanding of flood risk and its impact on the 
community 
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Local Strategies 

• The Strategy will be guided 
by the F&WM Act 2010 
and the Flood Risk 
Regulation 2009 
 

• PFRA’s, SFRA’s and 
SWMP’s will provide 
evidence to support the 
understanding of proposed 
flood risk measures 
 

• Align with both GM and 
district flood response 
plans 

Partnership Opportunities 
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Community Engagement & Managing 

Expectations 

• The level of engagement must be appropriate and 
proportionate 

• To empower communities to help themselves and realise 
any behavioural change in respect to flooding and 
climate change is resource intensive and a long term 
project 

• Work with partners and community groups to identify 
opportunities, understand your audience and agree key 
messages 

• Identify local champions and create exemplar models 
that can be delivered across GM 

• Evaluation is needed to ensure unsuccessful  models 
are not repeated 

 

http://www.knowledgescotland.org 
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Thankyou for listening  

 

Jill.holden@agma.gov.uk 


