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Defra / EA Capacity Building Workshop
Flooding, Investigations and Strategies

Kevin Macknay
West Sussex County Council
Drainage Strategy Team Leader
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Today’s presentation:

= FWMA S19 Duty to Investigate

= How the flooding was investigated -
thresholds for reporting.

= Recent experiences of flooding - source,

extent etc.

= Learning outcomes - what worked, what
didn’t?

= Has the flooding influenced our LFRM
Strategy?

Working in your Community




Local Flood Risk Management Capacity Building Workshops
London 22 April 2013

The Management of Drainage in
West Sussex:

West Sussex Strategic Flood Risk Management Board

The West Sussex Strategic Flood Risk Board is made up of
senior officers from WSCC, all Borough and Districts
Councils, EA and Southern Water. The group’s role is to
take a strategic overview of the entirety of flood risk and
drainage management across West Sussex, includinﬁ from
all inland flooding sources and from the coast. It wi
ensure effective integration of flood risk planning and
response at a strategic level in the county.

West Sussex Flood Risk Management Group

Formed in October 2009, the group comprises West Sussex
County Council (the Lead Local Flood Authority), the EA
(Southern & Thames), Southern Water Services and all the
Borough and District Councils within West Sussex. Its role
is to plan and act to reduce the risk and consequence of
flooding now and in the future in West Sussex.
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FWMA S19 Duty to Investigate
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Thresholds for reporting:

where there is ambiguity surrounding the source or responsibility
of a flood incident,

OR

where internal flooding of one property has been experienced on
more than one occasion,

OR

where internal flooding of five properties has been experienced
during one single flood incident,

OR

where flooding resulted in disruption of one or more items of
critical infrastructure,

OR

where a single flood incident resulted in flooding that affects
vulnerable individuals,

OR
where there is a risk to life as a result of flooding.
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Defining critical infrastructure
and vulnerable individuals:

For the purpose of flood investigation and reporting critical infrastructure
and vulnerable individuals shall be defined as:

Critical Infrastructure.

major disruption to public infrastructure i.e. power generation and
distribution, ICT infrastructure, water supply and treatment and major
transport links.

Major disruption to transport links shall mean that the transport network
was totally impassable for a significant period.

Trunk roads and major rail links — 2 hours or more (only if investigation
not carried out by HA or Network Rail)

Class A and B highways and other railway links — 4 hours or more

Class C highways - 10 hours or more

Class D highways - 24 hours or more.

Vulnerable Individuals.

This category includes younger people, older people, and people with
disabilities or health problems. The key indicator is the effect of the
flooding event upon such amenities as hospitals, care and nursing homes,
schools, etc. If any vulnerable individuals are placed at risk, or if the
services provided to them are disrupted for a significant period, then this
should warrant action.
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West Sussex Flooding — June 2012
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‘Cluster’ areas:
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‘Cluster’ investigation:

Existing flood risk
Existing drainage systems

Performance of the public drainage
systems

Area affected
Recommendations and future actions
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Existing flood risk — Areas Susceptible:

Jurre 2002 Flaosiag Event
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Learning outcomes:

= Undertake an information campaign on the importance of drainage and individual
responsibilities.

= Building on the work of the National Flood Forum, encourage more community action
groups to assist in the wider management of dralnage matters.

= Continued support for Parish Councils and local communities through the Community
Flood Fund in 2013/14 to deal with local flood issues.

= Review of drainage maintenance standards for high risk locations - WSCC and EA.

= The Local Flood Risk Management Strategy (LFRMS) is currently being prepared and
will form the mechanism for objective deC|S|on making in respect of drainage issues
on planning applications.

= Loss of ditches / watercourses due to development.
= Local ground levels raised due to development.

= A process should be established to enable Parish Councils to report all drainage
problems through their Borough or District Council representatives. These
representatives will feed directly into the West Sussex Flood Risk Management Group
(Appendix A).
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LFRM Strategy.
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Thank you

Contact details:
Kevin Macknay
Kevin.macknay@westsussex.gov.uk
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Tele: 01243 836941
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