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Review of 2012 flooding in North Yorkshire 

North Yorkshire County Council  
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Our resources and capacity 

Policy and 

Strategy 

Operational 

Support 

How have we tried to make sense of all this? 

• We recognised that the events of 2012 would 

ultimately help us to create a more effective strategy 

• We rolled up our investigation activities into a single 

broad-scale review 

• We identified specific case studies that together reflect 

the range and scale of issues we encountered 
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Overview 

The deliverables are: 

• A Main Report (75 pages) – the County wide and strategic issues 

• A Summary Report (15 pages) – as above, but a public summary 

• 30 community specific Case Studies – factual records of flooding 
 

Case Studies often use important data collected from within 

communities 
 

The Style: 

• Not a formal FWMA 2010 Section 19 “investigation” 

• Documents are being written as NYCC documents 

• Plain English with a non technical language 

Contents List for the Main Report 

• Foreword 

• Executive Summary 

• Introduction 

• How we collect and use flooding information 

• How the events unfolded on the ground 
• The weather 

• Across the County 

• In communities 

• The emergency response 

• Communities that we selected for Case Studies 

• Key lessons learnt from our Case Studies 

• Overarching issues we all need to action 

• The next steps 

 

Think of this in three key parts….. 



4 

Local Flood Risk Management Capacity Building Workshops 

York 9 May 2013 

 

How the report is broken down 

Key sections of the overview report Information provided 

Analysis of the sources, pathways, receptors 

and consequences of flooding 

 

Refer to Sections 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 

 The data collected and the method of analysis 

 How you can help provide valuable flood data 

 How the events unfolded on the ground  

 The weather conditions experienced throughout 2012  

 An overview of impacts of flooding across the County 

 Information on what happened within communities 

 How the emergency response was provided 

Information on the communities selected for 

Case Studies and what we want to learn 

 

Refer to Section 7 

 Communities selected for Case Studies (including selection 

methodology) 

 What we want to learn from flooded communities 

Lessons learnt, actions and the way forward 

 

Refer to Sections 8, 9 and 10 

 Key lessons learnt that can learnt from our Case Studies 

 Overarching issues we all need to action 

 The next steps – how our approach is going to make us more 

prepared and resilient to the impacts of flooding 

Key messages throughout the report 

The first part of the report: 

• Data collection has involved lots of organisations and communities  

• We need help from communities to gather more data 

• It rained (all year long!) – saturated ground and run off issues 

 

The second part of the report: 

• We have learned a lot from the Case Studies 

• These can be applied across the County 

• The emergency response was well coordinated 
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Key messages throughout the report 

The third part of the report: 
• We are already in a better position for future floods than we were 

before 2012 

• We need to help communities to get themselves more prepared 
and resilient 

• Strong relationship between Flood Risk Management and 
Emergency Planning is vital 

 

Actions for the future tie in with work we are already  

delivering 

Rainfall Statistics 

Month 

(in 2012) 

Rain fall accumulation depths 

(mm) 

Rainfall accumulation as a percentage of the 1971 to 
2000 average 

(%) 

United Kingdom Yorkshire United Kingdom Yorkshire 

January 108 74 92 91 

February 56 27 67 47 

March 37 22 40 33 

April 127 148 191 254 

May 67 61 106 111 

June 145 145 209 232 

July 116 101 175 190 

August 110 99 136 150 

September 110 115 116 167 

October 128 92 114 120 

November 134 130 117 165 

December 180 149 150 167 

Source: Monthly hydrological summaries for the United Kingdom 
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Communities considered for Case Studies 

Lessons Learnt 

Grouped under the following: 

 

• Benefits of partnership working 

• Community preparedness and resilience 

• Emergency planning 

• Emergency response 

• Data capture during and immediately after flood incidents;  

• Potential improvements  
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The Key Actions 

Local FRMS and Prioritisation Actions:- 

 

• Complete the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 

• Agree a Prioritised List (using 2012 data and updated surface 

water maps) 

• Identify works for local levy from Prioritised List 

 

The Key Actions 

Engagement and Behavioural Actions 

• Continue to work with partners and engage with communities to 

help them 

• Develop a ‘Flood Risk Toolkit’ for County wide use 

• The Toolkit will help communities be able to prepare their own 

Community Resilience Plans  

• Undertaken further investigations at key flooding locations 

 


