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Flood and Water Management Act 
2010 

Josie Bateman – Senior Project Manager (Flood and Water 
Management)  

 

 

Flooding and Local 

Flood Risk Management 

Strategies   
 
 
 
  

•Northamptonshire Context  

•Flood and Water Partnership Structure  

•Nature of flooding in Northamptonshire   

•Content and coverage of our LFRMS  

• Community and Partner Engagement in LFRMS 

• Thresholds for S19 Investigations 

• Content of S19 Investigations  

• Community Engagement in S19 Investigations  

• S19 Publication 

• Learning outcomes 
 

Presentation Content  
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Northamptonshire Context  

• Two-tier County; 

• Ten neighbouring 

LLFAs; 

• Seven District 

Authorities;  

• Three water 

companies; 

• Four  RFCCs; and 

• One IDB.  

 

Northamptonshire Partnership Framework 
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Local Partners Planning and Strategy Take Action 
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Nature of Flood Risk in Northamptonshire  

• Extremely varied and 
widespread risk  

• Significantly affected in the 
Easter 1998 floods 

• Sources of recent flooding: 

- Surface Water 

- Agricultural Runoff 

- Ordinary Watercourses  

- Groundwater   

- Main River  

 

 

 

 

• Data capture from 2011  

• Collated from a wide 

  variety of sources  

• Updated instantly 

• Includes a great deal of  

   information within the  

   system  

 

The Widespread Risk.........  
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Content of the Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 
 

Engagement with Partners, Stakeholders and 
the Public in the Development of the LFRMS 

 

• Flood Fairs – Interactive 
Mapping and Reporting 

• Launch of the initial 3 month 
consultation  

• Partner and stakeholder 
engagement on each draft is 
key 

• Formal 3 month 
consultation period 
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Section 19 Flood Investigations  
• Legislative Requirement  

• Local Thresholds:  

 - Flooding has affected critical infrastructure for a period in      

       excess of 3 hours from the onset of flooding.  

 - Internal flooding of one property has been experienced 

       on more than one occasion in the last 5 years.  

 - Internal flooding of five properties in close proximity has 

       been experienced during one single flood incident 

• Desk-based investigations for those that do not meet the 
threshold 

• No future amendments to the thresholds proposed.  

Content of S19 Investigations 

• Executive Summary  

• Introduction  

• Flooding Incident  

• Site Location  

• Drainage Systems  

• Drainage History  

• Previous Flood Incidents  

• Rainfall Analysis 

• Summary of Impacts and 
Findings  

 

• Effect on Watercourses and 
Hydrological Structures  

• Areas of Flooding 

• Rights and Responsibilities 

• Riparian Landowners  

• Conclusions and 
Recommendations  

• Disclaimers  

• Acronyms  

• Useful Contacts and Links  
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Partner Engagement and Community 
Involvement in S19 Investigations  

 

• Investigations and interviews undertaken with those 
affected, including Parish/Town Councils 

• Letter drops and questionnaires  

• Material collected and included 

• First draft shared with partners for formal comment 

• Only once signed-off will a S19 Flood Investigation 
Report be published.  

 

 

 

 

Publication of S19 Investigations  

 

• Following Partner sign-off 

• Published online at: 
http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/en/councilservic
es/environ/flood/pages/flood-investigations.aspx 

• All communities, landowners, Parish/Town Councils 
notified of publication 

• All Risk Management Authorities notified of publication 

• Positive reactions received.  
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• Make sure the right people are involved 

• Do not go unannounced 

• Carry out a desk-based study prior to going out 

• Useful to have an independent approach 

• Often vested interests 

• Look at the bigger picture 

• Assess the area independently  

• Partnership working and engagement is key  

• Extreme events have brought underlying issues 
to the front - a wake up call for all!   

Section 19 Learning Outcomes  

Questions? 


